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It is the time of year when the temperature and leaves start
dropping and we say goodbye to the summer of 2016. One of
the highlights of the summer was our 35th year of Polish Fest.
It is with the hard work and dedication of the many volunteers
that we were able to put on this 3-day event to over 35,000
fest goers and a media out reach of over 1.2 million people
to promote understanding and appreciation of our Polish
heritage. I am happy to report that Polish Fest made a substantial
profit to help support our mission and keep our Polish Center
alive. I am thankful and proud of all of the volunteers, chair
persons, managing committee members, financial supporters
and attendees that helped support Polish Fest 2016 and make
this event happen. I have included in this newsletter a list of
sponsors that help with support to Polish Fest; please help by
showing our thanks and patronizing their companies.
In regard to the Polish Center, I am also happy to report that
I have been able to reduce our electric and gas bill by 40% or
more by the implementation of cost saving ideas. An example of
this is that I have worked with the heating and air conditioning
contractor to correctly adjust our air handler that was working
excessively and inefficiently for the past few years. By making
adjustments in the controls, and a number of damper repairs,
we are able to see a great reduction in the bills. I am continuing
my efforts to look at all areas and find the best practices for
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efficiency and betterment of the Polish Center. I have been
working with the Facility Committee to come up with a
prioritized schedule for repairs to our Center and schedule
them. With the recent increase in banquet bookings (that we
are happy to have) it is a challenge to try and schedule the
repairs without a disruption in our banquets and events. Some
of the repairs such as the wood floor repair and refinishing will
be pushed out into 2017. We still are working on the necessary
repairs to some of the doors, windows, and gutters to be done
by the end of the year.
We are always trying to come up with new ways to encourage
participation for our members. Please join us for some of
upcoming events. By being a member, you will find reduced
prices to some of events and cultural workshops, thanks in part
to donations and sponsorships. We have had a couple of member
socials which seem to be growing in popularity. The next one
is scheduled for Tuesday, December 20. It is a great time visit
the Center and meet fellow members or bring new people to
join. This is your organization, please come and take part in
the many events throughout the year. If you have any ideas to
share, please feel free to let me know.
~ Jeff Kuderski, Executive Director

FACILITY COMMITTEE

The Facility Committee has developed
a long-term maintenance, improvement
and repair plan for the Polish Center.
Recent
accomplishments
include
completion of a survey of the property
by Chaput Land Surveys LLC and
obtaining approval and funding from the
Board for gardening and landscaping,
second floor window repairs and rain
gutter installation, replacement of
various exterior doors, sanding and
refinishing the first floor wooden floors
and conversion from incandescent to
LED lights throughout the Center.
We will be installing brass foot rails for
the bar and are in the process of looking

at replacement carpeting. In addition,
we are reviewing chairs, both stackable
and non-stackable, many of which are
tattered, soiled and outdated. We are
also exploring the possibility of adding
a gazebo in front of the building near the
pond, and possibly in the back, as well as
developing plans for the boathouse and
improving exterior parking lot lighting,
to include replacement of the existing
fixtures.

Finally, we are continuing to monitor
the condition of the parking lot and
anticipate replacement and possible
expansion within the next two to three
years, at a cost ranging from $180,000

to $240,000. This could be accelerated.
The short-term plan for the parking lot is
to patch and repair as necessary.

As is the case with other committees,
we are looking for people who might
be interested in serving on the Facility
Committee or one of its two
subcommittees: the Aesthetics and Décor
Subcommittee and the Garden and
Landscape Subcommittee. We are also
particularly interested in attracting
volunteers to help improve the outside
appearance of our building and grounds.
~ Mike Berzowski,
Facility Committee Chairperson

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings,
I want to thank all who attended our recent election on September 22. As
a result of the election, we welcome our new officer and board members:
Nick Ignatowski – Treasurer; Philip Ostroski, Tom Radoszewski, James
Sass, and Deanna Weiss as Directors. I wish to thank the departing
board members Bernie Jendrzejczak and Danuta Kurczewski for their
services.
The Polish Center is certainly alive with numerous activities throughout
the year. I hope that you were able to enjoy them as much as I did. There
are many more planned for the remainder of the year as well as 2017,
please see our event listing for more details.
Polish Fest had three days of excellent weather that brought over 35,000
people to enjoy our festival and take in our living example of our Polish
Heritage. I want to thank Jeff Kuderski, Diane Holytz, the Managing
Committee, Chair People and of course our many dedicated volunteers for
doing a great job!
The Polish Center’s Charity Golf Outing was held on July 28 at
Muskego Lakes Country Club. Over 50 golfers enjoyed a great day of
golf and a fantastic dinner at our Center that evening. Thank you to
Janine Adamczyk and Mike Kaiser for chairing this event and raising
over $5,000.
On August 21 we held our annual volunteer thank you party to over
300 people in attendance. Everyone enjoyed the buffet luncheon, drinks
and of course the door prizes. Thank you to Heddy Moskaluk and
Beverly Krass who were honored at the party for all their years of service
running bingo at the Polish Center.
In August we also hosted the official Burn the Mortgage Party.
Attendees enjoyed appetizers and refreshments as well as a
commemorative coin to say thank you for your support of the Free and
Clear Campaign. Coins were also mailed to those unable to attend.
Some new cultural events were introduced this year such as the series of
lectures and films in September and October. This was in cooperation
with Polish American Congress-Wisconsin State Division and members
of the Polish Studies Committee at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee; thank you for working with us to bring this event to life.
Our ever popular Polish cooking classes continued this fall as well,
filling all the classes, thanks to our Cultural Committee for
organizing these.
November 5th marks the date of our annual fundraising Gala. I wish to
thank Chair Person Tom Radoszewski and the rest of the gala committee
for coordinating this fund raising event to raise the necessary financial
support to help the Polish Center so we can continue to promote our Polish
Heritage and put on the many cultural events throughout the year.
Please mark your calendars for the upcoming PHA General Membership
Meetings for 2017 scheduled for February 28, May 12 and September
22 (election meeting).

Ken Skowronski

President, Polish Heritage Alliance

DIFFICULTY HEARING?
Holiday Bazaar &
Champagne Brunch

Stop struggling to hear the TV, loved
ones, in church or in social settings.

Polish Center

Holiday Bazaar & Champagne Brunch
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2016

Shop from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Champagne Brunch served from 10:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4

All You Can Eat Buffet

Made-to-Order Omelets, Carved Ham,
Polish Sausage, Smoked Salmon,
Pierogi, Breakfast Potatoes,
Creamed Cucumber with Dill,
Assorted Rolls & Bread,
Fresh Fruit, Assorted Pastries,
Coffee, Tea, Milk, Assorted Juices,
Glass of Champagne and More!

PHA Members: $19
Non-Members: $22
Children 6-12: $12
Children 5 and Under Eat Free

HOLIDAY BAZAAR

Call NOW to check for earwax
and a FREE evaluation!
KEEP IT LOCAL! We’re not a franchise or chain. B.S. Wisniewski
Hearing Centers are Catholic owned and run by family.
Our grandfather owned B.S. Wisniewski’s, WIZZY’S since 1914.
We only dispense instruments made in the U.S.A.

Reservations are Suggested
for 4 or More

10:00 a.m. until 2:00
p.m.
For More Information
Please Call (414) 529-2140
- Free and Open to the
Public ShopOrnaments,
at the Holiday
Bazaar!
Polish
Gift
Items
Polish Ornaments ● Bolesławiec Pottery
Amber Jewelry
● Books Books
Bolesławiec
Pottery,
Imported Polish Food ● Gift Items ● And More!
FREE AND OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC!
Imported
Polish
Food
POLISH CENTER
OF WISCONSIN
Amber
Jewelry...And
More!

BS WISNIEWSKI
HEARING AID CENTERS

130th & Bluemound - 262-784-0063
49th & Forest Home - 414-321-2020

6941 S 68 St ▪ Franklin, WI 53132
www.polishcenterofwisconsin.org

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH
10:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.
PHA Members: $19
Non-Members: $22
Children 6-12: $12

Children 5 and Under Eat Free
Reservations Suggested for 4 or More

For More Information
Please Call (414) 529-2140

bswhearing.com
●

Parishioner Discounts ● Catholic Owned ● Board Certified Specialist

MONTHLY CARD GAMES

CONGRATULATIONS!
KEN SKOWRONSKI
PERSON OF THE YEAR

South Side Business Club of Milwaukee

HONORABLE DAVID BOROWSKI
POLISH AMERICAN OF THE YEAR
Milwaukee Society,
Polish National Alliance

at the Polish Center

1 & 3 THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
Starting at Noon
ST

RD

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Optional $10 lunch on 1ST Thursday
Card Clubs and Bridge Groups Welcome!
Individuals may join a table upon arrival.
Play Sheepshead, Poker and More.
For More Information Call (414) 529-2140

POLISH FEST BINGO
Sponsored by Polish Heritage Alliance, Inc.

MEMORIALS
We appreciate the
generous contributions
received in memory of

JOYCE BANACHOWSKI
ANNE KULIGOWSKI
MIECZYSLAW PROTASIUK
HEDY RABIEGA

May they rest in peace

EVERY WEDNESDAY
DOORS OPEN AT 4 P.M.

EARLY BIRD BINGO
6:00 p.m. for $1,050

REGULAR SESSION BINGO
7:30 p.m. for $1,050

“50/50 Cash Raffle”
1st Wed: Free dauber during birthday month
2nd Wed: Free piece of pie to first 50 people
3rd Wed: Raffles
4th Wed: Free hot dog to first 50 people
3-on $5 • 6-on $10 • 9-on $14
Food is Available for Purchase, Cash Bar
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April 14, 2017

Proceeds Benefit the Polish Center of Wisconsin

For More Information Call (414) 529-2140
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NEW DIRECTORS ON BOARD
SEPTEMBER 22, 2016 ELECTION

VOLUNTEER
THANK YOU PARTY!
Our Volunteer Thank You
Party on August 20th
honored Heddy Moskaluk
and Beverly Krass
on their retirement from
Polish Fest Bingo.

Pączki Day Order Form
Tuesday, February 28, 2017
Mail Order Form To:
Polish Center of Wisconsin
PĄCZKI DAY ORDER
6941 S. 68th Street, Franklin, WI 53132
Phone: (414) 529-2140
Fax: (414) 529-1055
Email: mvanzeeland@polishfest.org

LIF

Phone: ______________________________

Boxes of 1 Dozen Each

Credit Card Information

□ Prune

# of boxes _____ @ $11.50 each = ______

Name on card: _____________________________

□ Raspberry

# of boxes _____ @ $11.50 each = ______

Signature: _________________________________

□ Mixed
# of boxes _____ @ $11.50 each = ______
(6 Prune & 6 Raspberry)
Boxes of 3 Dozen Each
□ Prune
# of boxes ______ @ $34.00 each = _______
□ Raspberry # of boxes ______ @ $34.00 each = _______

Delivery Charge (s) @ $6 Each Address =

TOTAL

□ Discover □ Visa Expiration Date: _________
□ Master Card □ American Express

Card #: ____________________________________
Street address:______________________________
Zip Code: ___________ CVV Code: __________

□ I will pick up my order at the Polish Center
$

_______

$

________

Pickup is between 7:00-11:30 a.m. at
6941 S. 68th Street, Franklin (between Rawson & Loomis)

□ Please deliver on Tuesday, February

28

Deliveries will be made between 7:30 am—11:30 am

Delivery Information (Delivery is available only within Milwaukee County)

Deanna Weiss, Director • Nick Ignatowski, Treasurer
Tom Radoszewski, Director • Phil Ostroski, Director
Jim Sass, Director (Not Pictured)

GRACIOUS GIFT!

Thank you Evelyn Simarski for your gracious donation!

2017 PHA GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
FEBRUARY 28, 2017
MAY 12, 2017
SEPTEMBER 22, 2017
(Election Meeting)

MEMBERSHIP SOCIAL

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 • 6 - 8 PM

Name: ________________________________ Company: ____________________ Phone #: ___________________

Complimentary beer, wine, soda and light appetizers.

Address: _________________________________________ City: _______________________ Zip: _______________

Members can attend for free and may bring quest(s)
or potential new member(s) for $10 per person

Closest Cross Streets: ________________________________ Directions: ____________________________________
Please include special instructions if needed, i.e. specific door, security points, etc.
All orders must be pre-paid (MasterCard, Visa, Discover, or American Express). Please make checks payable to
“Polish Heritage Alliance”

ORDER DEADLINE IS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2017
Stop in at the Polish Center on Tuesday, February 28 between 7:00 a.m. –11:30 a.m. and enjoy one pączek and coffee for $3.00
www.polishcenterofwisconsin.org
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Order Placed by: ______________________________

E SAV

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

Polish Fest Bingo is in need of a few volunteers. One member is needed to work Wednesday nights
from 4:30-7:30PM. For this position you would be sitting selling individual cards.
We also can use volunteers to work the floor. Shifts are from 5:45-7:30PM and/or 7:15-9:15PM.
Bingo is a great fundraiser for the Polish Center so please consider helping out.
Co-Chairs: Ray and Sharon
CALL SHARON AT (414) 704-7877 IF INTERESTED!
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THE GRAND REOPENING OF THE CLUB 38

This past November 2015, the Polish
Center Gala was a recreation of a cabaret
in a Pre-World War II Warsaw nightclub the Club 38. Attendees enjoyed cocktails,
appetizers, a silent auction, a wine pull,
a fine four course dinner, music of the
John Schneider Orchestra, and dancing.
It was a wonderful fun-filled evening.

new Club 38, Henryk found a statue
of the Warsaw Mermaid (Warszawska
Syrenka) in the rubble, intact and in
superb condition. The Mermaid is now
on permanent display in the Club. Having
your picture taken with her would make
a fine memento of your attendance.

For the 2016 Gala, to be held on
November 5th, we will fast-forward two
decades to the Autumn of 1958. The
tragedy of the heroic Warsaw Uprising
in August and September 1944 to free
Warsaw from the grip of the occupying
Nazi forces ended on October 2nd.
With that, Hitler ordered the complete
destruction of Warsaw. By the time the
Nazis departed in defeat by the Russian
army in January 1945, 85% of the city
was in ruins. The Club 38 was no more.
Henryk Lewandowski, the founder
and owner, fortunately survived. John
Schneider and the members of his
orchestra survived as well, thanks to
being in Finland during the Uprising
Henryk was able to reopen the club in
November 1958 in a new location on
Poznanska Street between Wilcza and
Hoza. Only a few blocks away from
the original location on Marszalkowska
Street. During the construction of the

other reason, Porter, Berlin, Carmichael,
and Arlen composed a lot of new music
after the war.
November 5, 2016 is a date to be saved.
Join your fellow revelers at the new Club
38 for another fun-filled evening. The
Gala Committee’s plan is to again feature
cocktails, appetizers, a silent auction,
a fabulous four course dinner, the John
Schneider orchestra and dancing.
The Gala is the Polish Center’s major
fundraiser of the year. The 2015 Gala
raised over $13,000 which helped free
us from the mortgage on our property
and building. Ticket prices alone did not
earn this amount of money. Generous
donations by members, friends, and local
businesses contributed to our success. As
our building ages, more maintenance and
replacements are necessary. New doors
and window frames, floor refinishing,
painting, and a newly paved parking lot
are items that require funds. The success
of our Gala will help get this accomplished.

The club is now very popular with the
citizens of Warsaw. Maybe the decor is
not quite as opulent, as these are the days
of Communist suppression and a
miserable economy, but the food is great
- thanks to farmer friends of Henryk and the music is better than ever. If for no

You should have received an invitation
for the 2016 Gala by now. The Gala
Committee, the Board of Directors, and
the Polish Center Team Members are
counting on seeing you there.
~ Tom Radoszewski, Gala Committee

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS

LIFE MEMBER
Janine Adamczyk
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Judy Banaszynski
Karen Barkas
Elizabeth Benaszeski
Marlene Bialek
Nancy Brown
Mel Brunner
Alix and Curtis Brzezinski
Michael Chernin
Jeffrey Conen
Margaret Couillard
Maria Dorsey
Clare Fiorenza
Roger and Celeste Frohna
Beth Gavin
Christopher Gieldon
Frances Gieldon

RED & WHITE CIRCLE MEMBERS
John and Jackie Rozga
Kathleen Sullivan
Laurie and Michael Ufnowski
REGULAR MEMBERS
Michael Guzik
Kathy Hartje
Tom and Michelle Havas
Victoria Hildreth
Jim Janiszawski
Shelley Janowski
Michael and Marcia Jaskulski
Ralph Kaminski
Tonia Kountz
James Kozicki
Dennis Kukla
Michael and Carol Lenzie
Francis and Catherine Lubinski
James Nowak
Francine O’Claire
Mary Partlik

SUPPORTING MEMBERS
Karen and James Eben

Alan Perl
Hannah Marie Pettersen
Lucy Reasoner
Barbara Sadowski
Charlene Brice and Charmaine Schultz
Thomas Snieg
Patrick and Maureen Steliga
Robert and Holly Sutherland
Thomas Syndergaard
Carole Szczech
Caroline Walczak-Sullivan
Scott Wales
Kenneth Winter
Jeffrey Zarosley
Jeannette Ziebka

2017 COLLEGE ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
POLANKI’S annual College Achievement Awards recognize students who have demonstrated high achievement and who are
committed to understanding, preserving, or disseminating Polish culture and or language.
Criteria: 1. U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident
2. Junior, senior or graduate status during the 2016-17 academic year in an accredited degree program
3. Wisconsin resident OR attending a Wisconsin college or university
4. Of Polish ancestry OR have studied Polish language, history, society, or culture OR significantly engaged in Polish culture
5. Minimum 3.0 GPA on a four-point scale preferred
6. Applicants are limited to no more than two awards in their academic career. Past recipients may
re-apply: (1) as a graduate student if they previously received an award as an undergraduate
(2) if they completed the course of study for which they previously received an award and are pursuing a new
degree in another accredited degree program
Awards: The following awards may be offered in amounts ranging from $750 to $2000
Stanley F. and Helen Balcerzak Award for an outstanding student in any field
Copernicus Award for an outstanding student in a science field
Robert J. Leonard Memorial Award for a student engaged in dance or theater
Harriet Gostomski Memorial Award for a UW-Milwaukee student
Michael and Maria Laskowski Memorial Award for a graduate student or a senior intending to attend graduate school
at Marquette University (excluding the schools of dentistry and law). Marquette University matches the award with a
tuition waiver.
George Niemczycki Memorial Award and other specially-funded memorial awards for students in any field
PLEASE NOTE: All applicants will automatically be considered for all awards for which they meet the qualifications.
Application Instructions:
1. Complete Part 1 (see next page) by printing legibly using a black ink pen or typing on the application form.
2. Complete Parts 2-4 in English, typed, and submitted on separate pages attached to the form. Please include your name
on each page.
3. Attach one college-issued transcript for each college attended (unofficial transcripts are acceptable).
Alverno College applicants: please request a class rank or some standard of your academic performance relative to
that of other students.
4. Send your materials to: Polanki College Achievement Award, PO Box 341458, Milwaukee, WI 53234
5. Applications must be postmarked no later than January 20, 2017. Only complete applications will be considered.
6. Awards will be presented at the annual Polanki College Achievement Awards Tea on Sunday, April 23, 2017 at 2 pm at
th
the Polish Center of Wisconsin, 6941 South 68 Street, Franklin, WI 53132. Awardees are expected to attend the
Awards Tea to receive their award and, as part of the acceptance, to make a brief (1-2 minute) presentation about their
academic background and their interest in Polish Culture.
For additional information about Polanki’s College Achievement Awards or to download an application form, go to www.polanki.org.
Questions about the application procedure can be directed to joanne.barndt@gmail.com, (414) 962-5634 or to Polanki Awards, PO
Box 341458, Milwaukee, WI, 53234.

GARDENS AND LANDSCAPING

The Garden Committee is looking
for members who can help us plant
bulbs-daffodil, lily and others that will
add spring interest. We are also finishing
up some weeding and “putting the beds
to rest.” We had 22 UWEX Southeast WI
Certified Master Gardeners helping us
throughout 2015-2016, but can always
use more people to help.

front doors. Both are proven as good
performers, disease resistant, and hardy.

SUMMER ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
We concentrated on two major areas at
the Center this summer. We created a
red and white theme by the front door
entrance and the flag area across from
the entrance. We added red Knockout
roses and white Icecap roses near the

SPRING COLOR:
Hanging baskets with a red and white
theme, along with the Weeping Cherry
trees. Assorted bulbs were ordered for
the front areas.

FLAGPOLE AREA:
We planted double red knockout roses
by the area by the flags. The white
potentilla bushes blend beautifully with
them. Red Hardy Hibiscuses are behind
the potentilla.

Patio Garden is a two year project
with the focal point being the fountain.

During medieval times, gardens would
contain a well or fountain, depending
on the wealth of the owner. The flowers surrounding our fountain are Pink
Double knockout roses, White Calatrava roses; white Icecap roses, white
mums, Denim ‘N Lace Perkovska,
hardy lavender in pink and lavender
shades, and many colorful perennials.
We will add more next spring.

TRADITIONAL POLISH
PAPER ORNAMENTS
BEGINNER:
Thursday, November 3
6:00—8:00 p.m.

ADVANCED:
Thursday, November 17
6:00—8:00 p.m.
Instructor: Kasia Drake-Hames

~ Sandy Je T’aime

In this two-session class, participants will use colorful
paper to create several traditional Polish ornaments. No
previous art experience required. Reusable patterns will be
provided, so you can continue creating ornaments at home.
These beautiful, handmade ornaments make great gifts!

Learn more about the flowers
and plants at the Polish Center
Tuesdays at 4 pm or
Thursdays at 8:30 am

Polish Christmas traditions will also be discussed.
Sign up for one session or both.

BUSY QUILTING BEES

BEGINNER SESSION
Basket, Mushroom and Star

FREE QUILTING & CROCHETING ACTIVITIES
Check out these upcoming Thursdays
from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm on December 15,
January 19, February 16, March 16, and
April 20, where you are welcome to join
the Busy Quilting Bees for free quilting
sessions and free crocheting lessons.
All the fabric and yarn will be provided
for these free quilting sessions and
free crocheting sessions. Items will be
created for Polish Center of Wisconsin

Those wishing to quilt or sew are asked
to bring a portable sewing machine
if possible. It would also be helpful to
register to quilt or sew. More explanation will be available through e-mail or
a phone call.

Class fee includes all materials

Anyone planning to attend the crochet
lessons or crochet activities must
register in advance. The crochet
instructor will work only with preregistered participants.

To register or for more information
contact Judy at (414) 421-7397 or
judyroberts4700@gmail.com

BOTH SESSIONS
Adults $25
PHA Members $20
*Children 6-12 $15

MUSIC OF MEMORY

The mission of the Polish Heritage
Alliance is to promote “understanding
and appreciation of Polish heritage and
culture as embodied in traditions, history,
language, current affairs, and the arts.”

The PHA’s Cultural Committee is
charged with implementing this mission,
and some of our most visible events
over the past sixteen years have been
concerts of Polish music. If you’ve
ever attended a concert at the Polish
Center, you know that the building is
ideally suited to the presentation of
chamber music, which is written for
small ensembles and was originally
performed in palace chambers or stately
homes. The Polish Center’s elegant
interior complements its exceptional
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ADVANCED SESSION
Advanced Star and Porcupine

events such as future “silent auctions”
and items for the Staci Joers’s cooking
classes offered monthly at the Polish
Center of Wisconsin. Charity projects
for various organizations may also be
undertaken.

acoustics, which have drawn praise from
some of Milwaukee’s leading musicians.

Our walls have resounded with the
notes of such stellar performers as Frank
Almond, William Helmers, Jeanyi Kim,
Stefanie Jacob, Scott Tisdale, Stephen
Colburn, Marlee Sabo, Judith Ormond,
Adam Makowicz, the Marcin Wasilewski
Trio, Janina Fiałkowska, Grażyna
Auguścik, Kuba Stankiewicz, and
Carmen Knoll. We have also been able
to host a number of young musicians
from Poland, and have been blessed with
performances by talented members of
our own Polish community.
The next Polish Center concert will
take place on April 9, 2017, and will

feature MSO clarinetist William Helmers
(also of Present Music Now), along with
Emma Koi on flute and Alicia Storin
(cello). They will play music by Poland’s
most famous composer, Fryderyk
Chopin, as well as works with a more
contemporary flair.
Of course, it costs money to bring these
beautiful events to the Polish Center, and
we are asking PHA members and friends
to support this endeavor. For the March
5 concert, we invite you to memorialize
your Polish (or non-Polish) loved ones
in the program. Call the Polish Center
for more information. Help keep Polish
music alive!
~ Susan G. Mikoś

ONE SESSION
Adults $15
PHA Members $12
*Children ages 6-12 $10

WIGILIA:
A POLISH CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION
Sunday, December 11
5:00 p.m.
(Doors open at 4:30 p.m.)

Specially decorated for Christmas, the Polish Center of
Wisconsin will glow with the warmth of a traditional
Polish Christmas Eve (Wigilia) celebration.
Guests will learn about Polish Christmas customs
and savor a family-style Wigilia meal,
catered by Jack Norman Catering.
The evening will begin with sharing of the opłatek
(Wigilia wafer). The menu of traditional meatless dishes
will include mushroom soup, Polish apple salad,
red cabbage salad with oranges and leeks, marinated
herring and rye bread, baked fish with tomato or dill sauce,
pierogi, fruit compote, and assorted sweets.
After dinner, we will join in singing Polish and
English Christmas carols (kolędy).
Adults $40
Children 6-15 $25
Children 5 and under are free.
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well as build more contacts in the area
to encourage more meetings and smaller
events. So if you are planning an event,
wedding reception, anniversary, winter/
Christmas party or other event…think
of the Polish Center. Please contact us to
plan your next meeting or event in this
picturesque place.
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POLISH FEST 2016: 35 YEARS STRONG

BURN the
MORTGAGE

PARTY
Tuesday, August 16, 2016

ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF OUTING 2016
Our Annual Charity Golf Outing was
held on July 28th at Muskego Lakes
Country Club. What a perfect summer
day for the 52 golfers! Following golf,
over 60 guests enjoyed an open bar and
a delicious prime rib dinner catered by
Jack Norman Catering along with raffles
and a silent auction! Awards were
awarded for the Closest to the Pin; Closest
to the Pin in 2 shots; Women’s Longest

Drive; Men’s Longest Drive, and 2
Longest Putts. The winning foursome
was sponsored by Economy TV! As
one golfer shared, “What a great time,
meal and value! I’m telling my friends to
make sure they make it next year!”
Special thanks to event Co-Chairs Janine
Adamczyk and Mike Kaiser who once
again went above and beyond to make

this event a success! Thank you also to
our generous hole sponsors, raffle and
auction prize donors. The net proceeds
$5,700 from this event support the
Polish Center Maintenance Fund!
The date for the 2017 Golf Outing will
appear in a future newsletter. See you
then!

THANK YOU TO OUR POLISH FEST 2016 SPONSORS
Chopin Vodka

Planners Financial Group LLC

Potowatomi Hotel & Casino

Superior Tool & Die

Harley-Davidson Motor Co.

POLISH FEST SPONSORS
ABCO Building Corporation

Gerald Halkoski

James & Carmella Marinkovich

Rozga Funeral Homes

Chester & Kathryn Barbasiewicz

Diane Holytz in Loving Memory of
Walter Holytz

Florence Mikna

Staff Electric

Judith Miller

Hupy & Abraham, S.C.

James L. Schulgit, M.D, FACC, SC

Milwaukee Society 2159 P.N.A.

Hon. David Borowski

Jack Norman Catering

Stan’s Fit For Your Feet

Marcus Hotels & Resorts

Michael M. Berzowski

Betsy Johnson in Memory of
Lucille Johnson

Paul E. Schramka

Papas Bakery, Inc

Carole & Bob Szczech

Polish Heritage Club of WI

Von Briesen & Roper S.C.

BS Wisniewski Custom
Hearing Instruments

Brenden Carpenter
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MAJOR CORPORATE

MillerCoors

Klements Sausage Co.

First Associated
Insurance Agencies Inc.

Daniel & Maureen Konkol

Franklin Lions Club

Korpal & Associates LLC

Franklin Noon Lions Club

Edward Kotnarowski

Kristin & Tom Gale

Boleslaw Kowalski

Gregory J. Gieldon

Patricia Kralj

Odelia Puzia

Gruber Law Offices, LLC

Krawczyk, Duginski & Rohr, S.C.

Tom Radoszewski

Herb Kohl Philanthropies

Chris Lesniewski

Roman Electric

Polanki
Tod Poremski, M.D.
Pepsi
Hon. Janet Protasiewicz
Beatrice Puzia

Patricia Warchol
WaterStone Bank
Richard & Diane Wishowski
Weiss Berzowski Brady LLP
Deanna Weiss
K.J. Wisniewski, D.D.S. SC
Marion Wojtkowski
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GARDENS AND LANDSCAPING

The Garden Committee is looking
for members who can help us plant
bulbs-daffodil, lily and others that will
add spring interest. We are also finishing
up some weeding and “putting the beds
to rest.” We had 22 UWEX Southeast WI
Certified Master Gardeners helping us
throughout 2015-2016, but can always
use more people to help.

front doors. Both are proven as good
performers, disease resistant, and hardy.

SUMMER ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
We concentrated on two major areas at
the Center this summer. We created a
red and white theme by the front door
entrance and the flag area across from
the entrance. We added red Knockout
roses and white Icecap roses near the

SPRING COLOR:
Hanging baskets with a red and white
theme, along with the Weeping Cherry
trees. Assorted bulbs were ordered for
the front areas.

FLAGPOLE AREA:
We planted double red knockout roses
by the area by the flags. The white
potentilla bushes blend beautifully with
them. Red Hardy Hibiscuses are behind
the potentilla.

Patio Garden is a two year project
with the focal point being the fountain.

During medieval times, gardens would
contain a well or fountain, depending
on the wealth of the owner. The flowers surrounding our fountain are Pink
Double knockout roses, White Calatrava roses; white Icecap roses, white
mums, Denim ‘N Lace Perkovska,
hardy lavender in pink and lavender
shades, and many colorful perennials.
We will add more next spring.

TRADITIONAL POLISH
PAPER ORNAMENTS
BEGINNER:
Thursday, November 3
6:00—8:00 p.m.

ADVANCED:
Thursday, November 17
6:00—8:00 p.m.
Instructor: Kasia Drake-Hames

~ Sandy Je T’aime

In this two-session class, participants will use colorful
paper to create several traditional Polish ornaments. No
previous art experience required. Reusable patterns will be
provided, so you can continue creating ornaments at home.
These beautiful, handmade ornaments make great gifts!

Learn more about the flowers
and plants at the Polish Center
Tuesdays at 4 pm or
Thursdays at 8:30 am

Polish Christmas traditions will also be discussed.
Sign up for one session or both.

BUSY QUILTING BEES

BEGINNER SESSION
Basket, Mushroom and Star

FREE QUILTING & CROCHETING ACTIVITIES
Check out these upcoming Thursdays
from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm on December 15,
January 19, February 16, March 16, and
April 20, where you are welcome to join
the Busy Quilting Bees for free quilting
sessions and free crocheting lessons.
All the fabric and yarn will be provided
for these free quilting sessions and
free crocheting sessions. Items will be
created for Polish Center of Wisconsin

Those wishing to quilt or sew are asked
to bring a portable sewing machine
if possible. It would also be helpful to
register to quilt or sew. More explanation will be available through e-mail or
a phone call.

Class fee includes all materials

Anyone planning to attend the crochet
lessons or crochet activities must
register in advance. The crochet
instructor will work only with preregistered participants.

To register or for more information
contact Judy at (414) 421-7397 or
judyroberts4700@gmail.com

BOTH SESSIONS
Adults $25
PHA Members $20
*Children 6-12 $15

MUSIC OF MEMORY

The mission of the Polish Heritage
Alliance is to promote “understanding
and appreciation of Polish heritage and
culture as embodied in traditions, history,
language, current affairs, and the arts.”

The PHA’s Cultural Committee is
charged with implementing this mission,
and some of our most visible events
over the past sixteen years have been
concerts of Polish music. If you’ve
ever attended a concert at the Polish
Center, you know that the building is
ideally suited to the presentation of
chamber music, which is written for
small ensembles and was originally
performed in palace chambers or stately
homes. The Polish Center’s elegant
interior complements its exceptional
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ADVANCED SESSION
Advanced Star and Porcupine

events such as future “silent auctions”
and items for the Staci Joers’s cooking
classes offered monthly at the Polish
Center of Wisconsin. Charity projects
for various organizations may also be
undertaken.

acoustics, which have drawn praise from
some of Milwaukee’s leading musicians.

Our walls have resounded with the
notes of such stellar performers as Frank
Almond, William Helmers, Jeanyi Kim,
Stefanie Jacob, Scott Tisdale, Stephen
Colburn, Marlee Sabo, Judith Ormond,
Adam Makowicz, the Marcin Wasilewski
Trio, Janina Fiałkowska, Grażyna
Auguścik, Kuba Stankiewicz, and
Carmen Knoll. We have also been able
to host a number of young musicians
from Poland, and have been blessed with
performances by talented members of
our own Polish community.
The next Polish Center concert will
take place on April 9, 2017, and will

feature MSO clarinetist William Helmers
(also of Present Music Now), along with
Emma Koi on flute and Alicia Storin
(cello). They will play music by Poland’s
most famous composer, Fryderyk
Chopin, as well as works with a more
contemporary flair.
Of course, it costs money to bring these
beautiful events to the Polish Center, and
we are asking PHA members and friends
to support this endeavor. For the March
5 concert, we invite you to memorialize
your Polish (or non-Polish) loved ones
in the program. Call the Polish Center
for more information. Help keep Polish
music alive!
~ Susan G. Mikoś

ONE SESSION
Adults $15
PHA Members $12
*Children ages 6-12 $10

WIGILIA:
A POLISH CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION
Sunday, December 11
5:00 p.m.
(Doors open at 4:30 p.m.)

Specially decorated for Christmas, the Polish Center of
Wisconsin will glow with the warmth of a traditional
Polish Christmas Eve (Wigilia) celebration.
Guests will learn about Polish Christmas customs
and savor a family-style Wigilia meal,
catered by Jack Norman Catering.
The evening will begin with sharing of the opłatek
(Wigilia wafer). The menu of traditional meatless dishes
will include mushroom soup, Polish apple salad,
red cabbage salad with oranges and leeks, marinated
herring and rye bread, baked fish with tomato or dill sauce,
pierogi, fruit compote, and assorted sweets.
After dinner, we will join in singing Polish and
English Christmas carols (kolędy).
Adults $40
Children 6-15 $25
Children 5 and under are free.

Reservations are
Required by
December 2, 2016
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well as build more contacts in the area
to encourage more meetings and smaller
events. So if you are planning an event,
wedding reception, anniversary, winter/
Christmas party or other event…think
of the Polish Center. Please contact us to
plan your next meeting or event in this
picturesque place.
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THE GRAND REOPENING OF THE CLUB 38

This past November 2015, the Polish
Center Gala was a recreation of a cabaret
in a Pre-World War II Warsaw nightclub the Club 38. Attendees enjoyed cocktails,
appetizers, a silent auction, a wine pull,
a fine four course dinner, music of the
John Schneider Orchestra, and dancing.
It was a wonderful fun-filled evening.

new Club 38, Henryk found a statue
of the Warsaw Mermaid (Warszawska
Syrenka) in the rubble, intact and in
superb condition. The Mermaid is now
on permanent display in the Club. Having
your picture taken with her would make
a fine memento of your attendance.

For the 2016 Gala, to be held on
November 5th, we will fast-forward two
decades to the Autumn of 1958. The
tragedy of the heroic Warsaw Uprising
in August and September 1944 to free
Warsaw from the grip of the occupying
Nazi forces ended on October 2nd.
With that, Hitler ordered the complete
destruction of Warsaw. By the time the
Nazis departed in defeat by the Russian
army in January 1945, 85% of the city
was in ruins. The Club 38 was no more.
Henryk Lewandowski, the founder
and owner, fortunately survived. John
Schneider and the members of his
orchestra survived as well, thanks to
being in Finland during the Uprising
Henryk was able to reopen the club in
November 1958 in a new location on
Poznanska Street between Wilcza and
Hoza. Only a few blocks away from
the original location on Marszalkowska
Street. During the construction of the

other reason, Porter, Berlin, Carmichael,
and Arlen composed a lot of new music
after the war.
November 5, 2016 is a date to be saved.
Join your fellow revelers at the new Club
38 for another fun-filled evening. The
Gala Committee’s plan is to again feature
cocktails, appetizers, a silent auction,
a fabulous four course dinner, the John
Schneider orchestra and dancing.
The Gala is the Polish Center’s major
fundraiser of the year. The 2015 Gala
raised over $13,000 which helped free
us from the mortgage on our property
and building. Ticket prices alone did not
earn this amount of money. Generous
donations by members, friends, and local
businesses contributed to our success. As
our building ages, more maintenance and
replacements are necessary. New doors
and window frames, floor refinishing,
painting, and a newly paved parking lot
are items that require funds. The success
of our Gala will help get this accomplished.

The club is now very popular with the
citizens of Warsaw. Maybe the decor is
not quite as opulent, as these are the days
of Communist suppression and a
miserable economy, but the food is great
- thanks to farmer friends of Henryk and the music is better than ever. If for no

You should have received an invitation
for the 2016 Gala by now. The Gala
Committee, the Board of Directors, and
the Polish Center Team Members are
counting on seeing you there.
~ Tom Radoszewski, Gala Committee

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS

LIFE MEMBER
Janine Adamczyk
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Judy Banaszynski
Karen Barkas
Elizabeth Benaszeski
Marlene Bialek
Nancy Brown
Mel Brunner
Alix and Curtis Brzezinski
Michael Chernin
Jeffrey Conen
Margaret Couillard
Maria Dorsey
Clare Fiorenza
Roger and Celeste Frohna
Beth Gavin
Christopher Gieldon
Frances Gieldon

RED & WHITE CIRCLE MEMBERS
John and Jackie Rozga
Kathleen Sullivan
Laurie and Michael Ufnowski
REGULAR MEMBERS
Michael Guzik
Kathy Hartje
Tom and Michelle Havas
Victoria Hildreth
Jim Janiszawski
Shelley Janowski
Michael and Marcia Jaskulski
Ralph Kaminski
Tonia Kountz
James Kozicki
Dennis Kukla
Michael and Carol Lenzie
Francis and Catherine Lubinski
James Nowak
Francine O’Claire
Mary Partlik

SUPPORTING MEMBERS
Karen and James Eben

Alan Perl
Hannah Marie Pettersen
Lucy Reasoner
Barbara Sadowski
Charlene Brice and Charmaine Schultz
Thomas Snieg
Patrick and Maureen Steliga
Robert and Holly Sutherland
Thomas Syndergaard
Carole Szczech
Caroline Walczak-Sullivan
Scott Wales
Kenneth Winter
Jeffrey Zarosley
Jeannette Ziebka

2017 COLLEGE ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
POLANKI’S annual College Achievement Awards recognize students who have demonstrated high achievement and who are
committed to understanding, preserving, or disseminating Polish culture and or language.
Criteria: 1. U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident
2. Junior, senior or graduate status during the 2016-17 academic year in an accredited degree program
3. Wisconsin resident OR attending a Wisconsin college or university
4. Of Polish ancestry OR have studied Polish language, history, society, or culture OR significantly engaged in Polish culture
5. Minimum 3.0 GPA on a four-point scale preferred
6. Applicants are limited to no more than two awards in their academic career. Past recipients may
re-apply: (1) as a graduate student if they previously received an award as an undergraduate
(2) if they completed the course of study for which they previously received an award and are pursuing a new
degree in another accredited degree program
Awards: The following awards may be offered in amounts ranging from $750 to $2000
Stanley F. and Helen Balcerzak Award for an outstanding student in any field
Copernicus Award for an outstanding student in a science field
Robert J. Leonard Memorial Award for a student engaged in dance or theater
Harriet Gostomski Memorial Award for a UW-Milwaukee student
Michael and Maria Laskowski Memorial Award for a graduate student or a senior intending to attend graduate school
at Marquette University (excluding the schools of dentistry and law). Marquette University matches the award with a
tuition waiver.
George Niemczycki Memorial Award and other specially-funded memorial awards for students in any field
PLEASE NOTE: All applicants will automatically be considered for all awards for which they meet the qualifications.
Application Instructions:
1. Complete Part 1 (see next page) by printing legibly using a black ink pen or typing on the application form.
2. Complete Parts 2-4 in English, typed, and submitted on separate pages attached to the form. Please include your name
on each page.
3. Attach one college-issued transcript for each college attended (unofficial transcripts are acceptable).
Alverno College applicants: please request a class rank or some standard of your academic performance relative to
that of other students.
4. Send your materials to: Polanki College Achievement Award, PO Box 341458, Milwaukee, WI 53234
5. Applications must be postmarked no later than January 20, 2017. Only complete applications will be considered.
6. Awards will be presented at the annual Polanki College Achievement Awards Tea on Sunday, April 23, 2017 at 2 pm at
th
the Polish Center of Wisconsin, 6941 South 68 Street, Franklin, WI 53132. Awardees are expected to attend the
Awards Tea to receive their award and, as part of the acceptance, to make a brief (1-2 minute) presentation about their
academic background and their interest in Polish Culture.
For additional information about Polanki’s College Achievement Awards or to download an application form, go to www.polanki.org.
Questions about the application procedure can be directed to joanne.barndt@gmail.com, (414) 962-5634 or to Polanki Awards, PO
Box 341458, Milwaukee, WI, 53234.

NEW DIRECTORS ON BOARD
SEPTEMBER 22, 2016 ELECTION

VOLUNTEER
THANK YOU PARTY!
Our Volunteer Thank You
Party on August 20th
honored Heddy Moskaluk
and Beverly Krass
on their retirement from
Polish Fest Bingo.

Pączki Day Order Form
Tuesday, February 28, 2017
Mail Order Form To:
Polish Center of Wisconsin
PĄCZKI DAY ORDER
6941 S. 68th Street, Franklin, WI 53132
Phone: (414) 529-2140
Fax: (414) 529-1055
Email: mvanzeeland@polishfest.org

LIF

Phone: ______________________________

Boxes of 1 Dozen Each

Credit Card Information

□ Prune

# of boxes _____ @ $11.50 each = ______

Name on card: _____________________________

□ Raspberry

# of boxes _____ @ $11.50 each = ______

Signature: _________________________________

□ Mixed
# of boxes _____ @ $11.50 each = ______
(6 Prune & 6 Raspberry)
Boxes of 3 Dozen Each
□ Prune
# of boxes ______ @ $34.00 each = _______
□ Raspberry # of boxes ______ @ $34.00 each = _______

Delivery Charge (s) @ $6 Each Address =

TOTAL

□ Discover □ Visa Expiration Date: _________
□ Master Card □ American Express

Card #: ____________________________________
Street address:______________________________
Zip Code: ___________ CVV Code: __________

□ I will pick up my order at the Polish Center
$

_______

$

________

Pickup is between 7:00-11:30 a.m. at
6941 S. 68th Street, Franklin (between Rawson & Loomis)

□ Please deliver on Tuesday, February

28

Deliveries will be made between 7:30 am—11:30 am

Delivery Information (Delivery is available only within Milwaukee County)

Deanna Weiss, Director • Nick Ignatowski, Treasurer
Tom Radoszewski, Director • Phil Ostroski, Director
Jim Sass, Director (Not Pictured)

GRACIOUS GIFT!

Thank you Evelyn Simarski for your gracious donation!

2017 PHA GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
FEBRUARY 28, 2017
MAY 12, 2017
SEPTEMBER 22, 2017
(Election Meeting)

MEMBERSHIP SOCIAL

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 • 6 - 8 PM

Name: ________________________________ Company: ____________________ Phone #: ___________________

Complimentary beer, wine, soda and light appetizers.

Address: _________________________________________ City: _______________________ Zip: _______________

Members can attend for free and may bring quest(s)
or potential new member(s) for $10 per person

Closest Cross Streets: ________________________________ Directions: ____________________________________
Please include special instructions if needed, i.e. specific door, security points, etc.
All orders must be pre-paid (MasterCard, Visa, Discover, or American Express). Please make checks payable to
“Polish Heritage Alliance”

ORDER DEADLINE IS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2017
Stop in at the Polish Center on Tuesday, February 28 between 7:00 a.m. –11:30 a.m. and enjoy one pączek and coffee for $3.00
www.polishcenterofwisconsin.org
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Order Placed by: ______________________________

E SAV

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

Polish Fest Bingo is in need of a few volunteers. One member is needed to work Wednesday nights
from 4:30-7:30PM. For this position you would be sitting selling individual cards.
We also can use volunteers to work the floor. Shifts are from 5:45-7:30PM and/or 7:15-9:15PM.
Bingo is a great fundraiser for the Polish Center so please consider helping out.
Co-Chairs: Ray and Sharon
CALL SHARON AT (414) 704-7877 IF INTERESTED!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings,
I want to thank all who attended our recent election on September 22. As
a result of the election, we welcome our new officer and board members:
Nick Ignatowski – Treasurer; Philip Ostroski, Tom Radoszewski, James
Sass, and Deanna Weiss as Directors. I wish to thank the departing
board members Bernie Jendrzejczak and Danuta Kurczewski for their
services.
The Polish Center is certainly alive with numerous activities throughout
the year. I hope that you were able to enjoy them as much as I did. There
are many more planned for the remainder of the year as well as 2017,
please see our event listing for more details.
Polish Fest had three days of excellent weather that brought over 35,000
people to enjoy our festival and take in our living example of our Polish
Heritage. I want to thank Jeff Kuderski, Diane Holytz, the Managing
Committee, Chair People and of course our many dedicated volunteers for
doing a great job!
The Polish Center’s Charity Golf Outing was held on July 28 at
Muskego Lakes Country Club. Over 50 golfers enjoyed a great day of
golf and a fantastic dinner at our Center that evening. Thank you to
Janine Adamczyk and Mike Kaiser for chairing this event and raising
over $5,000.
On August 21 we held our annual volunteer thank you party to over
300 people in attendance. Everyone enjoyed the buffet luncheon, drinks
and of course the door prizes. Thank you to Heddy Moskaluk and
Beverly Krass who were honored at the party for all their years of service
running bingo at the Polish Center.
In August we also hosted the official Burn the Mortgage Party.
Attendees enjoyed appetizers and refreshments as well as a
commemorative coin to say thank you for your support of the Free and
Clear Campaign. Coins were also mailed to those unable to attend.
Some new cultural events were introduced this year such as the series of
lectures and films in September and October. This was in cooperation
with Polish American Congress-Wisconsin State Division and members
of the Polish Studies Committee at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee; thank you for working with us to bring this event to life.
Our ever popular Polish cooking classes continued this fall as well,
filling all the classes, thanks to our Cultural Committee for
organizing these.
November 5th marks the date of our annual fundraising Gala. I wish to
thank Chair Person Tom Radoszewski and the rest of the gala committee
for coordinating this fund raising event to raise the necessary financial
support to help the Polish Center so we can continue to promote our Polish
Heritage and put on the many cultural events throughout the year.
Please mark your calendars for the upcoming PHA General Membership
Meetings for 2017 scheduled for February 28, May 12 and September
22 (election meeting).

Ken Skowronski

President, Polish Heritage Alliance

DIFFICULTY HEARING?
Holiday Bazaar &
Champagne Brunch

Stop struggling to hear the TV, loved
ones, in church or in social settings.

Polish Center

Holiday Bazaar & Champagne Brunch
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2016

Shop from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Champagne Brunch served from 10:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4

All You Can Eat Buffet

Made-to-Order Omelets, Carved Ham,
Polish Sausage, Smoked Salmon,
Pierogi, Breakfast Potatoes,
Creamed Cucumber with Dill,
Assorted Rolls & Bread,
Fresh Fruit, Assorted Pastries,
Coffee, Tea, Milk, Assorted Juices,
Glass of Champagne and More!

PHA Members: $19
Non-Members: $22
Children 6-12: $12
Children 5 and Under Eat Free

HOLIDAY BAZAAR

Call NOW to check for earwax
and a FREE evaluation!
KEEP IT LOCAL! We’re not a franchise or chain. B.S. Wisniewski
Hearing Centers are Catholic owned and run by family.
Our grandfather owned B.S. Wisniewski’s, WIZZY’S since 1914.
We only dispense instruments made in the U.S.A.

Reservations are Suggested
for 4 or More

10:00 a.m. until 2:00
p.m.
For More Information
Please Call (414) 529-2140
- Free and Open to the
Public ShopOrnaments,
at the Holiday
Bazaar!
Polish
Gift
Items
Polish Ornaments ● Bolesławiec Pottery
Amber Jewelry
● Books Books
Bolesławiec
Pottery,
Imported Polish Food ● Gift Items ● And More!
FREE AND OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC!
Imported
Polish
Food
POLISH CENTER
OF WISCONSIN
Amber
Jewelry...And
More!

BS WISNIEWSKI
HEARING AID CENTERS

130th & Bluemound - 262-784-0063
49th & Forest Home - 414-321-2020

6941 S 68 St ▪ Franklin, WI 53132
www.polishcenterofwisconsin.org

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH
10:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.
PHA Members: $19
Non-Members: $22
Children 6-12: $12

Children 5 and Under Eat Free
Reservations Suggested for 4 or More

For More Information
Please Call (414) 529-2140

bswhearing.com
●

Parishioner Discounts ● Catholic Owned ● Board Certified Specialist

MONTHLY CARD GAMES

CONGRATULATIONS!
KEN SKOWRONSKI
PERSON OF THE YEAR

South Side Business Club of Milwaukee

HONORABLE DAVID BOROWSKI
POLISH AMERICAN OF THE YEAR
Milwaukee Society,
Polish National Alliance

at the Polish Center

1 & 3 THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
Starting at Noon
ST

RD

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Optional $10 lunch on 1ST Thursday
Card Clubs and Bridge Groups Welcome!
Individuals may join a table upon arrival.
Play Sheepshead, Poker and More.
For More Information Call (414) 529-2140

POLISH FEST BINGO
Sponsored by Polish Heritage Alliance, Inc.

MEMORIALS
We appreciate the
generous contributions
received in memory of

JOYCE BANACHOWSKI
ANNE KULIGOWSKI
MIECZYSLAW PROTASIUK
HEDY RABIEGA

May they rest in peace

EVERY WEDNESDAY
DOORS OPEN AT 4 P.M.

EARLY BIRD BINGO
6:00 p.m. for $1,050

REGULAR SESSION BINGO
7:30 p.m. for $1,050

“50/50 Cash Raffle”
1st Wed: Free dauber during birthday month
2nd Wed: Free piece of pie to first 50 people
3rd Wed: Raffles
4th Wed: Free hot dog to first 50 people
3-on $5 • 6-on $10 • 9-on $14
Food is Available for Purchase, Cash Bar
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March 3 thru
April 14, 2017

Proceeds Benefit the Polish Center of Wisconsin

For More Information Call (414) 529-2140
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UPDATES FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

It is the time of year when the temperature and leaves start
dropping and we say goodbye to the summer of 2016. One of
the highlights of the summer was our 35th year of Polish Fest.
It is with the hard work and dedication of the many volunteers
that we were able to put on this 3-day event to over 35,000
fest goers and a media out reach of over 1.2 million people
to promote understanding and appreciation of our Polish
heritage. I am happy to report that Polish Fest made a substantial
profit to help support our mission and keep our Polish Center
alive. I am thankful and proud of all of the volunteers, chair
persons, managing committee members, financial supporters
and attendees that helped support Polish Fest 2016 and make
this event happen. I have included in this newsletter a list of
sponsors that help with support to Polish Fest; please help by
showing our thanks and patronizing their companies.
In regard to the Polish Center, I am also happy to report that
I have been able to reduce our electric and gas bill by 40% or
more by the implementation of cost saving ideas. An example of
this is that I have worked with the heating and air conditioning
contractor to correctly adjust our air handler that was working
excessively and inefficiently for the past few years. By making
adjustments in the controls, and a number of damper repairs,
we are able to see a great reduction in the bills. I am continuing
my efforts to look at all areas and find the best practices for
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efficiency and betterment of the Polish Center. I have been
working with the Facility Committee to come up with a
prioritized schedule for repairs to our Center and schedule
them. With the recent increase in banquet bookings (that we
are happy to have) it is a challenge to try and schedule the
repairs without a disruption in our banquets and events. Some
of the repairs such as the wood floor repair and refinishing will
be pushed out into 2017. We still are working on the necessary
repairs to some of the doors, windows, and gutters to be done
by the end of the year.
We are always trying to come up with new ways to encourage
participation for our members. Please join us for some of
upcoming events. By being a member, you will find reduced
prices to some of events and cultural workshops, thanks in part
to donations and sponsorships. We have had a couple of member
socials which seem to be growing in popularity. The next one
is scheduled for Tuesday, December 20. It is a great time visit
the Center and meet fellow members or bring new people to
join. This is your organization, please come and take part in
the many events throughout the year. If you have any ideas to
share, please feel free to let me know.
~ Jeff Kuderski, Executive Director

FACILITY COMMITTEE

The Facility Committee has developed
a long-term maintenance, improvement
and repair plan for the Polish Center.
Recent
accomplishments
include
completion of a survey of the property
by Chaput Land Surveys LLC and
obtaining approval and funding from the
Board for gardening and landscaping,
second floor window repairs and rain
gutter installation, replacement of
various exterior doors, sanding and
refinishing the first floor wooden floors
and conversion from incandescent to
LED lights throughout the Center.
We will be installing brass foot rails for
the bar and are in the process of looking

at replacement carpeting. In addition,
we are reviewing chairs, both stackable
and non-stackable, many of which are
tattered, soiled and outdated. We are
also exploring the possibility of adding
a gazebo in front of the building near the
pond, and possibly in the back, as well as
developing plans for the boathouse and
improving exterior parking lot lighting,
to include replacement of the existing
fixtures.

Finally, we are continuing to monitor
the condition of the parking lot and
anticipate replacement and possible
expansion within the next two to three
years, at a cost ranging from $180,000

to $240,000. This could be accelerated.
The short-term plan for the parking lot is
to patch and repair as necessary.

As is the case with other committees,
we are looking for people who might
be interested in serving on the Facility
Committee or one of its two
subcommittees: the Aesthetics and Décor
Subcommittee and the Garden and
Landscape Subcommittee. We are also
particularly interested in attracting
volunteers to help improve the outside
appearance of our building and grounds.
~ Mike Berzowski,
Facility Committee Chairperson

